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Micheli WWGA Answers

The following questions were submitted to the five candidates attending the WWGA/WSFW
Gubematorial Candidates Forum. Ron Micheli's responses to the WWGA questions are found
below:

Is the current system and process of how Wyoming manages its state lands,
particularly as reqgards the grazing of livestock, fair, equitable and appropriate?

What changes, if any, would you as Governor want fo make in this regard?

Yes, | believe the current system is appropriaten hataunch supporter of
agricultural leases of state lands. Private agriculteesdds of state land not only
support a critical component of our economy and wayefri Wyoming, but they
also provide a means of oversight and stewardship for thdsdastds, thus
saving the state precious resources.

The Legislature has worked very hard over the past depesaes, including
two legislatively created State Lands Task Forces siec&380'’s, which have
studied in depth how Wyoming manages it's state schaostl lmnds. The
Legislature has done a good job of balancing the returnsdrazing while at the
same time taking into account the stewardship of those laad&led by the
lessee’s. The School Trust Account continues to acatmahd derive revenue
which in turn is distributed out to our schools. Additityyave have managed to
keep family livestock operators on the lands for the long.ter

Saying that, we must always be mindful we have a varg 8nd dynamic
situation on our state lands with new opportunities anteciges. It is one of the
Governor’s duties to continually watch, listen and cargfialke into consideration
all of these changes and circumstances while alwaysgcand providing for the
long-term health and sustainability of those lands.

Do we need any changes in how Wyoming manages our Water and particularly
changes to our water statutes?



It s well recognized that Wyoming, through our prior approameaéind
preferential right system, has the best framework foleptwig, managing and
deriving benefit from water, particularly an semi-arid climate. We MUST
protect that at ALL costs!

There are areas, however, in which | am interestedntinuing a dialog to
hear more about ideas that have been brought forward wudth grovide holders
of water rights additional opportunities for revenue froat thiater right while at
the same time providing additional benefits to our stateacar citizens. We live
in a part of our country and our world where water isrétdéid resource and that
will only become more so.

At the same time, Wyoming’s prior appropriation and pefgal rights
system has been the major force that has allowed ourtars;esnd now us, to
transform what was essentially a high altitude deseartaritemendously
productive and bountiful state which supports our agriculture aowity our
cities and towns, and most importantly our wildlife reseurYou cannot be from
agriculture and not know the precious value of water testaie, and it will always
be one of my top priorities as Governor.

While running for office, the current Governor promised fo significantly increase
the number of water storage projects across the state. This has not occurred. As
Governor, what is your view as fo water storage and what direction would you

take us?

We need to actively and aggressively look for every opporturatwib can
find to store, develop and utilize our water here in WymmiAs a headwaters
state, every state below us wants and needs our waige dife not diligently
working to develop and store that water, we will alwaye fdne possibility of
someone challenging us for it and possibly losing it. Wé &zrthat happen!

Water is the lifeblood of Wyoming and storage of undeveloyeér is a
critical safeguard for Wyoming's advancement and prospeAs Governor, | will
actively support, and initiate, water projects that vatlve the long-term interests
of our citizens, our industries, and our wildlife resources.

In recent years, the Legislature has increased the level of general funds going fo
the Wyoming Livestock Board. Would you say that level is foo high, about right,

or too low?

| support the current level of state funding going to tivedtock Board.
The Livestock Board is a unique partnership between theatdtthe end-users of
the services provided by it. Through our brand inspectiogram, the Wyoming



livestock industry pays in millions of dollars to the mam as payment of services
the Livestock Board provides to the industry.

At the same time, the Livestock Board provides a tremendwoatof
services and activities that have direct and measurabéditsenthe general public
of Wyoming. Whether it be in the form of disease monitoand surveillance, to
actively monitoring and safeguarding animal welfare in Wiy, the Livestock
Board has a number of statutorily defined responsibiliaes’ duties that it must
perform. | am comfortable with providing general fungart for those activities
that have direct benefit to the public, while at thens time recouping those costs
that are required to provide services to the livestock inglust

The issue of animal welfare has been brought to the forefront across the nation in
the past several years. Where does Wyoming stand in terms of animal welfare
and what, if any, statutory changes would you seek fo our animal welfare

statutes?

Animal welfare is a hot button issue within our countghtinow.
Americans have a distinand different relationship with the animals we care for
than most other countries of the world. We place tremendalue on animals in
our society, whether it be for companionship or whether &dpart of a business
enterprise. That being said, | want to be particularlgiraba one crucial point.

Animals are property, and as such in my mind they shdwialya be treated
legally and statutorily in that regard. Whether it benpanion animals or pets
which are the property of the owner, or livestock whichtleeproperty of a
rancher or farmer, or wildlife, which is property of theate, animals belong to
someone or something. As such, | do not support the noabthiy have “rights”
like unto an individual.

As a fourth generation rancher who has spent a grahbtimy life actively
caring for and nurturing all of the animals we have bédesskd in owning, |
strongly believe that every “owner” has both a legalyalt as a moral,
responsibility to care for those animals to the bestaif tbilities which results in
that animal being provided those elements in which it neeaideiguately and
appropriately survive and flourish. It is also reasonalaettie State, through the
Legislature, has an obligation and responsibility taupemninimum levels of care
that a domestic animal needs and then an obligation tanstegtnose are not met.

For the most part, we in Wyoming have done a good job ofgalare of
our animals, and we can and do step in from time to timethe necessary. |
support the current efforts of the Livestock Board, whichauaisority over all
domestic, non-wildlife animals, in examining our curréatwory framework for
the welfare of those animals over which it has authoautg will listen carefully



when that process is completed. We have shown siateheod that we in
Wyoming, working together, have the ability to come uphwitactical, common-
sense, workable and appropriate solutions to challenge$ aamdonfident that
we will do the same with this issue.

The University of Wyoming is ostensibly a “land grant university”. Can you
explain in your own view what that means and is the University meeting that
definition and responsibility?

In order to understand the significance and importance oéthe“tand
grant university”, it is important to understand their higtorhe land grant
university system was created by passage of the Morrilbpr€ongress in 1862,
which was designed to fund educational institutions by gramertain federally
controlled lands to the states for the states to theslalevor sell, to raise funds to
establish and endow "land grant" colleges. The missidhesk institutions, as set
forth in the 1862 Act, is” to focus on the teaching of agtigel, science and
engineering as a response to the industrial revolution amhaty social class
rather than higher education's historic core of classicalies.” Each state was
originally eligible for only one land grant universitytfdugh that number has
been expanded to include other entities and institutionsasitie territories and
tribal entities. The mission of the land-grant univegsiivas expanded by the
Hatch Act of 1887, which provided federal funds to states tblestaa series of
agricultural experiment stations under the direction of statie's land-grant
college. The outreach mission of the land-grants wakduexpanded in 1914 by
the Smith-Lever Act which created the cooperative extenservice, whose
original mission was to send “agents” into rural areastp bring the results of
agricultural research to farmers and ranchers.

Obviously, in the 148 years since the Morrill Act wasseas land-grant
university’s have evolved and adapted to meet the evemasiagneeds and
demands of society. | believe, however, that the underlyindoamdliational
mandates remain, and all land-grant universities havéysadd responsibility to
meet those basic and fundamental responsibilities and corantgrthat were
made when the state accepted the land grants and agreeeltpdeland grant
institution in their state. That responsibility arafranitment remains with the
University of Wyoming.

In terms of whether or not UW is currently meetingsi responsibilities, |
believe under the current direction and leadership oT®m Buchanan UW has
made great strides and progress in re-establishingnidsdeant foundation and
base. The University cannot be “all things to all people”,nduchanan has re-
established UW priorities and is well on its way to beiognthe pre-eminent land
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grant University in the country. Obviously, much dependsidpoding, and the
Legislature has provided tremendous resources to UW to cerntrexcel.

Wyoming agriculture must now compete on a global level with our agriculture
products. Are we competing on a ‘level playing field” and if not, what can the

Governor of Wyoming do to “level it out"?

No, Wyoming agriculture does not compete on a “level plafeid”, and
that is almost exclusively due to actions of Congredsnais-guided
administrations. For example, the Wyoming sheep ingesimpetes everyday
with product from foreign sources. One of their majompetitors is lamb from
New Zealand. New Zealand has a national prohibitiomagthe importation of
any animal into their country that may prey on sheep. Hefyoming, our own
federal government forced the 8th major predator of shetptioe industry in the
form of introduced, non-native Canadian grey wolvesotAer example, the use
of Compound 1080, a highly selective and cost-effective clanwvigich
controlled ever-widening and burgeoning populations of coybsscause
significant damage in Wyoming. The federal government &hmmost of the uses
of Compound 1080 in the United States in 1972, but it is widsdy un other
countries, including Australia where the Australian gorent provides it free of
charge to livestock producers. There are numerous othermas of actions by
the federal government that have placed agriculturalyoerg at a disadvantage to
their counterparts in other countries.

As Governor, | will work with other like-minded states toed@rything in
our power to protect our basic industries from further fedetalsion and
disastrous policies. If necessary, we will take #uefal government to court.
Additionally, | strongly support and will continue to advocfatea strong
Department of Agriculture and Agri-Business Division af Business Council,
which have done tremendous work in protecting and enhancingmiigo
agriculture with the resources they were given. Withelimits of our financial
wherewithal, and using zero-based budgeting, under my adratros Wyoming
will continue to support and protect our agriculture indestand the state
agencies mandated to serve them

How can we facilitate better relationships between landowners and the

Wyoming Game and Fish?
The Governor has a direct and pivotal role in enharentgbettering the
relationshipbetween the Wyoming Game and Fish Department and landewner



who provide much of the critical and crucial habitat for wildlife. It starts with
appointments to the Game and Fish Commission. | williapgadividuals who
have proven themselves to be willing to work for the bettet of both the
wildlife and landowners of our state. There will be aetivists” with their own
political or philosophical agendas appointed to the Wyomingeésamd Fish
Commission under my administration. This applies to e#ltkr of the political
spectrum.

Secondly, we need to seriously look at surrounding stateexamine their
programs which have had success in enhancing wildlitesacfor hunting and
fishing, public use and incentivizing landowners. Programe$ as Colorado’s
“Ranching for Wildlife” and Utah'’s “Cooperative Wildlife Ni@gement Unit
program”, and even their “Rural Roadsides for Wildki®gram”, can provide
Wyoming ideas and guidance as to what works and what does&'ms of
strengthening partnerships between state game agencies\atd landowners.

Thirdly, there will be no initiatives brought forward under agministration
that are done in the “dark of night” without input and invoheat of those most
directly affected by the decisions made. While it mayehbrought forward some
good ideas, many landowners have expressed to me theiatiustand
disillusionment about the way in which the Sage Grouse @oga program was
developed and implemented. Many have told me that t#edas if they were
disenfranchised and had no input into how the decisions wemle as to where the
lines were drawn for the Core Areas.

Under the Micheli Administration, ALL affected partiedll be brought in early
and will have ample opportunity to have input. Now I'm ngigesting everyone
will receive their desired outcome, but | can comimét tthey will walk away
knowing their views were heard and their input was valued.

Another area in which | wish to have a dialog and sgow discussion is
on the Wildlife Trust Fund. | support the WTF, and | thih&re has been some
good work done through it. | am concerned however aboutevgdmmne of the
funds are being directed. When the legislation which edete WTF was
debated, there was much discussion and some conceassag@iby many
members of the Legislature about the use of WTF moaipsrchase conservation
easements. Now, | support conservation easementgamceircumstances, they
have their place. However, | am not sure the Legigahiended for as much
money to have been spent for conservation easemeras asén. | think we need
to seriously look at this, and if needed we should readjugbrorities to make
sure that we are getting the most “bang for our buck”’rimgeof “on-the-ground”
investments that truly benefit wildlife and the landoveneho support them on
their land.



